
Vermont IGNITED 
Educator Recognition

Vita-Learn is excited to announce that a new cadre of Project IGNITE educators and 
their teams will are bering recognized at the 2013 Project IGNITE recognition 
Luncheon at the Capitol Plaza on March 25, 2013.   This Project IGNITE luncheon will 
be  part of a day long event where educators, administrators and technology 
integrators will identify and promote transformative and innovative practices in our 
schools.  By connecting the voices of innovative educators in the classroom, in 
leadership positions, and in technology support roles, Project IGNITE can fuel the 
transformation movement into one that spreads beyond our classroom walls.  
At this annual event we honor a team from selected schools made up of :

● one teacher using digital tools to transform his/her students learning 
environment

● one educational technology specialist supporting the culture of transformation 
and innovation 

● one administrator/leader whose vision of transformation and innovation makes 
transforming and innovating with digital tools possible in your school

Project IGNITE teams  participate in powerful conversations around transforming 
digital age practices in teaching and learn through the growth of interconnected 
personal learning networks. The recognition luncheon kicks off these powerful 
conversation in a day long face to face event.



 

Project IGNITE
2013

Identify Innovative and Transformative Educators in Vermont schools

Gather 1 or more artifact from Vermont IGNITED Teachers that can help other 
educators pursue innovation and transformation in their classroom
Nourish the spirit of Innovation in Vermont IGNITED Teachers

Increase Innovative learning opportunities for Vermont students and teachers.

Transform learning in classrooms around Vermont.

Educators networking around the concept of Innovation and Transformation



 

Bonnie Birdsall 
 Technology 
Integration Specialist  

Sharon E Davison
Kindergarten Teacher

Walter Nardelli
Principal

Transformative Team from
Allen Brook School

"Using Social Media In Kindergarten!
Tweeting in Kindergarten has helped my students become 
aware of a larger audience outside of our classroom walls.  An 
audience that is waiting to make connections, share and 
collaborate about what they are experiencing and discovering 
when it comes to learning. My students understand that by 
tweeting they are “talking” to others about something important 
to them.  We share our understandings and ideas by “tweeting 
them”.  Through this experience we are making connections 
with others in our school who are using twitter to connect as well 
as other Kindergarten classes all over the world who are sharing 
what they are learning about.   Go to: http://chiari.pbworks.
com/w/page/59343771/Twitter%20In%20Kindergarten
and Go to: http://kindergartenlife.wordpress.
com/2012/11/10/examples-of-how-class-culture-reflects-the-
value-of-collaboration-and-connecting/" I have lots of 
student evidence on all 4 of my blogs and 3 wiki's that I use in 
Kindergarten.  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3dum_5TWCW0 http:



//www.youtube.com/watch?v=hN8GnVhrQ74 http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=LcB48XlnYOM http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=YBOcLfT8Ub0 http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=71K2KQm7uYU http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=d4fRs8UslKw

Iste Article: http://www.learningandleading-digital.
com/learning_leading/20130304#pg28



 

Karen Trenosky
Ed Tech Specialist  

Bill Holiday
HS Social Studies

Doug Croc 
Principal

Transformative Team from
Brattleboro Union High School

I am totally paperless delivering ALL materials, primary source 
materials included via google docs, email lists, web links, 
youtube:  including downloaded/uploaded films, audio files, 
photographs and live & recorded Skype sessions.



 

Joanne Finnegan 
Ed Tech Specialist  

Joyce Babbitt
Library Media Specialist 

Kevin Hamilton
Principal

Transformative Team from
Browns River Middle School

"MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS COME TOGETHER AS 
GLOBAL CITIZENS
“The world is getting smaller,” said Joyce Babbitt.  
“Collaborating with teachers around the world is getting easier 
and our students are benefiting from it.”  Browns River Middle 
School librarian, Joyce Babbitt began connecting with teachers 
in Poland, Finland, Slovenia, Australia, and Italy in the summer 
of 2010.  Through epals.com, she partnering with several 
teachers from around the world in order to enhance student 
learning.  Babbitt wanted to help students to think creatively and 
build new friendships by connecting with various international 
schools.  Her hope was to motivate writers and encourage them 
in their writing process.  Every week, her fifth and sixth grade 
students arrive for her creative writing course three times in the 
library to explore new ways to tell, write, and illustrate stories.  In 
the first trimester, students took part in a global exchange with 
students in Burnie, Tasmania, Australia via postal mail, video 
exchange, and skype. 
This trimester, thirty-one students have participated in a new 



exchange with students in Tortolì, Sardinia, Italy.  “I like talking 
and writing to our pals in Sardinia,” said Ryan Peoples.  “It is fun 
to meet new people and learn about their culture,” said Justin 
Morse.  “We are learning to write and speak a few words in 
Italian as well learn about Sardinia dance, music, and holiday 
traditions.”  Clearly, students are enjoying their exchange and 
eager to continue their connection.  As they communicate more 
with their pals about their school and community life, students 
created original claymation stories and games to show their pals 
in Sardinia.

 
 
" https://docs.google.
com/folder/d/0ByVQ7QhhtcbFT056c0NTLXY5eHM/edit



 

Debbie Deale 
Ed Tech Specialist  

Beth Evans
K-12 ESL

Linda Walsleben
English Language 
Learner (ELL) Director

Transformative Team from
Burlington High School

Lately I've been working on getting short videos out to teachers 
on how to better meet the needs of ELLs in their classrooms. I 
send out occasional video links to get teachers necessary 
information or to give teaching tips. https://sites.google.
com/a/bsdvt.org/ell-teaching-tips/



 

Aimee Boucher 
Ed Tech Specialist  

Jennifer Roberge
Grade 7-8 Teacher

David Yagoda
Assistant Principal

Transformative Team from
Colchester School

Students in my classroom use Google Drive for almost 
everything.  Our only limit is computer access as we have very 
few computers in the building.  Students have been 
collaborating on essays, stories, book reviews and 
presentations.  The tools in Drive give a lot of flexibility and a 
differentiated approach.  Students are using Drive and Blogger 
to develop their writing and work through the stages of the 
writing process.  This has also been a great location for 
reflective and critical thinking.  Backchannel discussions during 
media clips, video projects and messages to the world via Prezi 
and Google Presentation have been some unique highlights!  
Students have created websites and developed a better 
understanding of valid and reliable online resources.  It is so 
hard to capture it all, but it has been exciting to reach out and 
share all of this with my colleagues and see it spreading into so 
many other classrooms too!  One area I have focused on this 
year is with the Library Media Specialist.  As part of this work, I 
have seen consistent opportunities for all students in the 
building related to digital information.  We have also started to 



build a platform for eportfolios. https://docs.google.
com/folder/d/0B86taphkaWwRWVlPN1JYTXlpQXM/edit?
usp=sharing



 

Amanda Paquette 
Ed Tech Specialist  

Nichole Vielleux
5th Grade Teacher

Rick Dustin Eichler 
Principal

Transformative Team from
Dothan Brook School

In my classroom, there are a variety of devices to choose from: ipads, laptops, desktops, 
digital camera, etc.  My students learn quickly that different tools are better than others 
depending on the project.  Currently, my students love QR codes. www.vielleuxcrew.
com



 `

Dave Willard
Grade 3 Teacher

Marion Anastasia
Principal

Transformative Team from
East Montpelier

Arlyn Bruccoli
Ed Tech Integration / 
Librarian

Thanks to a little seed money I won at a Vita Learn regional meeting, I was able to get our 
school started using WeDo Lego Robotics.  We also started using Mindstorms this year too -- 
but the WeDo have a bigger application across our grade levels.  3rd grade teachers and I 
have worked with students to create, program, and refine programmable Lego models.  This 
work has been integrated into writing and science work and has provided incredible 
opportunities for developing collaboration and critical thinking skills. http:
//mrskathychristy.blogspot.com/2013/01/dancing-birds.html



 

Susan Henessey 
Ed Tech Specialist  

Matt Chandler
Grade 6 Teacher Bonnie Johnson-

Aten
Principal

Transformative Team from
Edmunds Middle School

Students read non-fiction books for class, created a 
presentation, presented to the class in the style of a TED Talk, 
created a poster with QR code embedded, posted those in the 
community so the community could learn about the topics that 
the students presented on. The QR code was to a link to their 
TED Talk. http://www.postermywall.com/index.
php/poster/view/de78dad32653fd6ab8bef1c4d53b82fd



 

Mark Ostrom
Ed Tech Specialist  

Terry Carter
Grade 2 Teacher

Zach McLaughlin
Administrator 

Transformative Team from
Elm Hill School

My class creates a monthly news video that is shown at our All 
School Meeting and is broadcasted on SAPATV. It includes an 
animation down with an iPad with iStopMotion, interviews, Kid 
Pix drawings and slide shows, etc., etc.



 

Robert Gervais 
Ed Tech Specialist  

Megan Martinson
Graphic Arts Teacher

Ed Grossman
EFHS Principal

Transformative Team from
Enosburg Falls MS/HS

Using Blogger.com to document student work and do critiques, 
using Google Sketchup along with Google Maps to make 3d 
models of student houses then importing images (taken at home 
using the iPad) of house as a texture to paint it with, creating 
iMovies using images, video and student voice, and using 
Edmodo to keep track of assignments, communicating and 
polling/voting.  We are blessed to be able to learn and practice 
art digitally daily!



 

Carrie Fogg 
Ed Tech Specialist  

Lea Ann Smith
Math Teacher and 
STEM seminar creator

Robert Reardon
Principal

Transformative Team from
Essex High School

"The STEM seminar I am creating is a one to one project.  Each 
student has a notebook PC and they are creating a digital 
portfolio of their discoveries related to a STEM career area of 
interest.  We are using many web tools such as Google Sites, 
Diigo and LinkedIn.

I am also actively blogging about my technology transformations 
in my algebra 1 class." http://leaannsmith.blogspot.com/



 

Clarena Renfrow 
Ed Tech Specialist  

Ben Worthing
Grade 9-12 Science

Brett Blanchard
Principal

Transformative Team from
Fair Haven Union High School

I often use vernier probes for inquiry based projects.  For 
example, my students will be calculating the impact force a 
helmet can withstand by using vernier force probes.  I also use 
youtube for video tutorials (flip class model). http://m.youtube.
com/#/user/MrBworthing?&desktop_uri=%2Fuser%
2FMrBworthing



 

Marc Gilbertson 
Ed Tech Specialist  

Sara Reed
History Teacher

Robin Gouin
Technology 
Coordinator

Transformative Team from
Lamoille Union High School

"In social studies class we use a variety of tools to support 
student-centered learning.   One of our goals for this year is to 
familiarize students not only with specific iPad apps like Comic 
Life, but the process of learning about and choosing which tech. 
tools are best in which situations.  

The content of the class is the unifying theme but students are 
given choice surrounding topics and tools that they might to 
create and communicate learning."



 

Lauren Chabot 
Ed Tech Specialist  

Eli Rosenberg
Grade 7-8 Science

Pamela Arnold
Principal

Transformative Team from
Main Street Middle School

My science students are learning how to use Scratch animation 
to model the origin of a species. Too often we look for finished 
products from our students and too seldom do we expect them 
to evaluate and reflect on the strategy that they use. In this 
project, I emphasize the learning curve rather than the summit; 
students are rewarded for explaining how they try to model 
natural selection rather than just producing a Scratch animation 
that meets certain criteria. This removes a great deal of 
pressure from trepidatious students so they can tinker and play, 
which is really the point of Scratch, after all. https://sites.google.
com/a/mpsvt.org/unit-6-evolution/dessert-animal-animation



 

Debra Baasch 
Ed Tech Specialist  

Karen McCalla
Librarian

Andy Pomeroy
Principal

Transformative Team from
Mill River Union

Debra and I worked with her Literacy Lab students to do a personal description project using 
Tagxedo.  Students generated a list of 10 character traits to describe themselves.  They then 
used a thesaurus to find synonyms to expand that list to 40 words.  Students entered these 
lists into Tagxedo, and created word clouds using digital images of themselves.  They were 
able to customize the word clouds with their choices of colors, fonts and arrangement types.  
These word clouds were posted in the hallway and included QR codes to identify the students.

http://db.tt/b1twD5yo



 

Name 
Ed Tech Specialist  

Jim Getty
HS  Language  Arts

Administrator 
Name
Role

Transformative Team from
Missisquoi Valley UHS

"Introductory Lesson: Digital Natives

WEEK ONE

Hello Fellow Cyber Surfers,
This week’s assignment is a personal reflection about your history with technology. In a 
regular English class we would call this a personal essay, but in Cyber Comm we use 
technology to tell our stories so we will be playing with Google Docs to create and tell our 
stories.
 
By the time you receive this I should have shown you my presentation on “My Tech Journey” 
and share with you my story. The Google Docs Presentation software is an easy, quick way 
for you to present your story. Create a presentation of at least five slides telling me history of 
using technology. You should start with your first memory of any form of technology: TV, mp3 
player, CD player, computer, gaming console or your first phone. Reflect on how you felt the 
first the first time you discovered what technology can do. Tell your story in a series of slides. 
In your presentation you must have a minimum of 3 Text boxes, 3 images, and a title and 
ending slide. Apprentices and Wizards may want to try to embed video, drawing, or statistics. 
These extras will be graded as extra credit, but anyone can put them in. 5 presentations will be 
selected for presentation next Monday to start the week.
 
The second part of the assignment is more traditional. Email me a personal essay of at least 
250 words about your life as a “Digital Native.” Tell me your journey and use of technology 
over the years and how you see yourself in a new technological future.
 
Well, enjoy this trip down Memory Lane and I look forward to learning more about you and 
how you use technology in your life.
Jim Getty



"



 

Lauren Parren
Ed Tech Specialist  

Kevin Grace
Classroom Teacher

Susan Stewart
Principal

Transformative Team from
Monkton Central School

I have a project on www.monktoncentral.org on the Tech 
Showcase page that I recently added.  This is a claymation 
project linking elements of a story that they read and then retold 
using claymation.  Students were focusing on the exposition, 
rising action, climax, falling action and resolution.  Each element 
is clearly described using claymation.  The class used three 
different types of cameras (web cams, digital cameras, and 
video cameras) to take pictures.  We used three different types 
of software to put the projects together.  This was a 
collaborative project I completed with another 5/6 teacher in my 
tech integration role. http://www.monktoncentral.
org/technology-showcase



 

f

Sue Monmaney 
Librarian

Sue Abrams
HS Algebra

Adam Bunting
Principal

Transformative Team from
Montpelier High School

I have created visual models on the Smart Board that students 
can manipulate to share what they do with actual models at their 
desks. These models - integer pieces, algebra strips & mats, 
balances - are set to infinite clone so that students can drag 
them down and model their work for the class.



 

Eric Hall
Integration Specialist  

Shannon McCaulley
HS Soc Studies & English

Richard Wright
Asst. Principal

Transformative Team from
Mt. Mansfield UHS

To engage students in civics, I have implemented a project based unit in which students 
create data driven, graphic media.  Students in grades 9 and 11 developed their own 
infographics as products for research projects differentiated by interest and technology skill.  
My role was to guide students through research, critical thinking, and synthesis of complex 
data.  https://sites.google.com/a/cesuvt.org/mccaulleys/student-exemplars



 

Patricia Aigner 
Ed Tech Specialist  

Cathy O'Rourke
Grade 1 Teacher

Kristen Hurbert
Principal

Transformative Team from
Northwest Primary School

The Web sites and files below also provide evidence  as follows:
This is the presentation given to full faculty after a half year of work in our PLC on iPads in the 
Classroom and App Selection
http://www.haikudeck.com/p/BZhOiFoYBL/plc
This is my professional site which describes the project and PLC along with research, etc.
https://sites.google.com/site/mrsorourkes11learningproject/professional-learning-community-
ipads-in-the-classroom
This is my classroom site which I just built that contains photos of our (the children's and my 
work), etc.  I will be adding more content soon and will be documenting our work with a blog.  
Also I'm going to add a homework & parent section to the site in the next week or two.  
http://www.mrsorourkesfirstgradeclass.weebly.com
http://mrsorourkesfirstgradeclass.weebly.com/ipads-in-the-classroom.html

" If you walked into my classroom this year, you would see a 
typical first grade classroom with art work, word families, books 
in bins, pods of desks, and the calendar on the wall.  But, then 
you would notice that children are using iPads to write, 
research, and read books exactly at their reading levels.  You 
would notice teachers working in with small groups while 
students are making choices about their practice work which 
include iPad application work in the areas of phonics, sight 
words, and math numeracy.  More importantly, if you stayed for 

http://www.haikudeck.com/p/BZhOiFoYBL/plc
http://www.haikudeck.com/p/BZhOiFoYBL/plc
https://sites.google.com/site/mrsorourkes11learningproject/
https://sites.google.com/site/mrsorourkes11learningproject/
https://sites.google.com/site/mrsorourkes11learningproject/
http://www.mrsorourkesfirstgradeclass.weebly.com/
http://www.mrsorourkesfirstgradeclass.weebly.com/
http://www.mrsorourkesfirstgradeclass.weebly.com/
http://www.mrsorourkesfirstgradeclass.weebly.com/
http://www.mrsorourkesfirstgradeclass.weebly.com/


a while, you would hear children sharing their discoveries within 
creative apps and helping each other to apply these discoveries 
to their projects. Outside the classroom, you would see the 
typical paintings of animals from stories, but, upon closer 
inspection, you would see “all about” pieces produced in the 
SMART Notebook app or a combination of applications.
    You would also notice that the iPad was being used for 
instructional activities in both literacy and math, projected onto 
the SMARTboard.  On a few afternoons during the month, you 
would notice guest students and a teacher from next door 
joining in to learn how to illustrate using Felt Board, take photos, 
and how to insert images into documents created in the SMART 
Notebook application.    
     Before school, once per month in my classroom, 
you would walk into a PLC of teachers working to learn more 
about using iPads in their classrooms.  They would be exploring 
and evaluating applications, mapping skills based apps to 
CCCS.  They would be making requests that quality applications 
be loaded onto the classroom set of iPads that can be signed 
out of the office.  And, they would also be discussing ideas for 
instruction and learning in the classroom using the iPad within 
whole group, small group, and individual practice settings. 
" http://www.haikudeck.com/p/BZhOiFoYBL/plc https://sites.
google.com/site/mrsorourkes11learningproject/professional-
learning-community-ipads-in-the-classroom  http://www.
mrsorourkesfirstgradeclass.weebly.com http:
//mrsorourkesfirstgradeclass.weebly.com/ipads-in-the-
classroom.html



 

http://www.education.asu.edu/jobs

Brucie Donahue 
Ed Tech Specialist  

Theresa White
Teacher 4-5-6

Jude Newman
Principal

Transformative Team from
Roxbury Village School

"In my classroom, students have many options for presenting 
their ideas in creative, digital formats. My students use a variety 
of software available on the laptop, internet and iPad to share 
their thinking with others. They use Haiku Deck on the iPad to 
translate hand paragraphs into beautiful slideshows 
accompanied by pictures to deepen meaning for their audience. 
Narratives come alive in cartoons with dialogue and animation in 
Toontastic on the iPad. My students use Keynote and Prezi to 
create slideshows that help them confidently share their learning 
with others. They capture scenes from the books they read in 
Pixton comic strips to show their comprehension and practice 
using evidence from the text. When my students use these 
resources, they explore new ways to communicate with their 
teachers and peers. They show what they have learned, but 
also learn new things in the process. These digital tools give all 
of my students new voices to communicate with the world.

Haiku Deck: attached pdf
Toontastic: tinyurl.com/whitetoons



Prezi: tinyurl.com/whiteprezi
Pixton: attached pdf"



 

Kristen Courcelle 
& Steve Webster
Ed Tech Specialists  

Nissa Kauppila
Tech Ed Teacher

Administrator 
Name
Role

Transformative Team from
South Burlington High School

Currently I am helping sophomores (and sophomore exhibition teacher advisors) within South 
Burlington High School develop digital and online-accessible portfolios (Google Sites) as part 
of the Sophomore Exhibition process. These portfolios include the use of a variety of Web 2.0 
tools and online sharing components. These digital portfolios are developed throughout the 
entirety of the school year as a way of reflecting on and sharing academic, extra-curriculuar, 
and personal accomplishments that tie directly into the mission of the high school. 



 

Tony Galle 
School 3.0 Rep  

Brian Clark
Grade 4-6 Teacher

Joan Cavallo 
Principal

Transformative Team from
St. Albans City School

Used Google Earth to have my students learn about the 
geography of the world.  Students had to research, link 
information, make a tour, and teach us something about their 
chosen countries from a given continent.  This is just one 
example of what I have my students work on.



 

 Josh Seamon
Grade 9 Math

Transformative Team from
St. Johnsbury Academy

My Algebra 1 students have been working to build an online 
video textbook for Algebra 1 that includes original written and 
video content. algebra1.stjlabs.com



 

Bjorn Behrendt 
Ed Tech Specialist  

Emily Biolsi
Role

Michelle Ricci
Principal

Transformative Team from
Stockbridge School

Students regularly utilize Google Drive to compose and share 
their writing. Last year, students worked in pairs to 
collaboratively compose narratives around common themes 
such as tolerance and friendship. Partners worked to plan and 
compose stories on a shared Google Doc. Students then were 
responsible for doing peer reviews on the narratives of at least 
two other jointly written narratives. Using the comment function, 
students made suggestions about story structure, content, and 
flow; asked clarifying questions; and pointed out areas for 
editing. This feature allowed the authors to review feedback and 
ask clarifying questions. All students were engaged in a back 
and forth dialogue as they worked to provide revision and 
editing support to their classmates. It was amazing how much 
more engaged students were not only in giving peers feedback, 
but in taking those suggestions to heart and utilizing 
suggestions. 



 

Susan Briere 
Ed Tech Specialist  

Tony 
Francescutti
Grade 4-6 Teacher

Ed Barnwell
Principal

Transformative Team from
Sudbury Country School

We are starting to "FLIP" the classroom, to accomodate the needs of our small, multiage, 
multi-ability classroom. Students are coming to class with newfound knowledge and working 
on small projects and classroom work, while I work directly with individuals and my other math 
groups. https://sites.google.com/a/rnesu.org/sudburyupperclass/



 

Rusti Gregory
Ed Tech Specialist  

Trudy Cioffi
Teacher

Brent Coon
Principal

Transformative Team from
Swanton Elementary

"We did a claymation project this year to show one of the cycles in nature.  

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BzPgMMKYNKaYcTJvMWRNVUo0eVk/edit?usp=sharing

https://picasaweb.google.com/107203066654409465975/Claymation2013?
authuser=0&feat=directlink"



 

Elizabeth McCarthy 
Tech Integration Specialist  

JB Hilferty
Grades 7&8 
Social Studies Teacher

Stephanie Taylor 
Assistant Principal

Transformative Team from
U32 Middle School

In 8th grade our team teaches an integrated Civil Rights Unit.  To accompany this unit I 
developed a site with input from and support from my Ed Tech Integration specialist and 
colleagues to supplement our teaching. It's allowed for me to completely transform my 
teaching style and offer a 21st century style curriculum. https://sites.google.com/a/student.
u32.org/civil-rights-road-trip-2012/home



 

Rhonda 
Seimons 
Ed Tech Specialist  

Jen Skerrett
 Social Studies 
Teacher

Ned Kirsch
Superintendent

Transformative Team from
BFA Fairfax 



Vermont IGNITED 
Educators
● Share Their Success Stories 

○ Their Story
○ Student Project
○ Rubric
○ Or any other ARTIFACT that helps others understand 

what Innovation and Transformation is and looks like
● Reach outside their classroom walls

○ Share and network at a Vermont Educational Event 
(physically or virtually)

● Participate in Online Community PLN
○ Listen, Learn, Contribute, Grow, Nourish others


